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sed the borders of the Carnatic, the Governor prepared for
resistance, but the Nawab contrived to make the invaders
withdraw without plundering the land, on receiving a pay-
ment, because he saw that no argument from him or froin
the Plenipotentiary could succeed in changing the attitude
of the Council. There was, indeed, a suspicion that the
Nawab was acting in collusion with the Marathas and had
been actually-promised by them Seringapatam and the
province of Baramahal, if fiaidar should be overthro\vn
with British help which he was to secure. According to a
contemporary letter from Madras, the Nawab seemed to
have paid the Marathas four lakhs of rupees, being the
balance due of the sum promised in 1760. * * The ease with
which the Nabob settled this business, and that too at a sea-
son of the year the most favourable for the Marathas to
lay waste the country, confirmed, the suspicions we had
long entertained that the Marathas had been encouraged,
if not invited, by the Nabob himself to threaten this Pro-
vince in order to frighten or eompell us into an alliance
with them. And indeed a circumstance came to light in
the course of the correspondence which afforded further
cause for our suspicions. It appeared that the Nabob had
obtained from the Marathas a promise of the cession of the
Barhamall country and of the fort of Syringapatam in
case he could prevail on us to assist in reducing Hyder Al-
ly ; and although he could not be ignorant how little depen-
, dance was to be placed on such promise from the Marathas,
it had certainly great weight with him in his political
system." These words from a letter of J. M. Stone,
Secretary in the Military Department, to Robert Palk,
datedm April 1772? received confirmation from the
fact that the Nawab would not consent that tho
army which had returned from the Tanj ore expedition to
Trichinopoly, should move to a more central position:
When, in June 1772, a treaty was concluded between
Haidar and the Marathas by which the latter got 60 lakhs
of rupees and also the districts of Sira and Kolar, the fron-
tiers of the Oarrmtic became co-teiimnus with those of the
Marathas along the lines of the passes leading down frorri
the Balaghat into the Payenghat.
(f) Further Complications in Tan,jore
Early in 1771 the Maratha Rajah of Taujore attached
tike Great Marava of Ramnad and penetrated to his cap}1-